
Grace Church in the Mountains 

Vestry Minutes – July 18, 2017 (Draft) 

Donna is taking minutes in the absence of a Vestry Clerk:   

Vestry members present: Jim Moore, Bill Collins, Linda Deeb, Linda Sexton, Rob 
Viau, Paula Welling, Louisa Lunt and Donna Buckner 
and Deacon Ray Escott                                                        
Absent due to illness:  Lisa Hardeman 

In Rev. Joslyn’s absence, Jim Moore opened with a prayer for guidance from our 
Prayer Book, followed by our sharing of Pastoral Concerns. 

Consent Agenda 

✓ May and June minutes were approved 
✓ Receipt of Written Committee Reports 

 
With the exception of: 

Education/Foundation Report (classroom locations)   
Financial Report (#IV)) 
 
Rob Viau moved and Louisa Lunt seconded the receipt of the reports.   
Passed unanimously.  

Finance Committee Proposals 

IV.  An update on the Allocation of Accounting Duties changes was discussed.  The 
finance committee recommends that the check signing procedure include 
eight (8) Vestry approved signers and the rector as one (1) emergency backup 
signer.  The following list is presented to the Vestry for consideration as 
acceptable check signers.  It is noted that this change will allow for a rotating 
check signer schedule (like the Sunday counting schedule) and get additional 
laity involved in our financial process.  The treasurer will no longer sign 
checks as part of streamlining the position to one office visit per week. 
Bill Collins, Donna Buckner, and Jim Moore-current check signers remain as 
signers 
Peter Welling is removed as a check signer 
Suggested new signers: Jim Geenan, Tony Sexton, Bob Tope, Chasel 
Lawrence, Mary Hartman, Kevin Wells, Mary Lockey, Michael Hartman, Fred 
Deeb, Linda Sexton, The Rev. Joslyn Schaefer 

 
In discussion, it was recommended that our rector not have check signing 
responsibilities.  It was also recommended that we not use both members of a 
married couple to be check signers.  The reason for needing 8 signers was also 
discussed as well as the timing for these changes, why now and not the beginning of 
2018.   
 



Louisa moved that we approve the Finance Committee’s recommendations of eight 
signers with the following changes: 1) rector not a signer  2) couples not both 
signers   

 Vote carried.  Donna opposed. 
 
Modification to Memorial Garden (requested by Memorial Garden Committee Chair, Jo Phelps) 
 

Dave Crocker would like to place a plaque (size 10 by 14) on the column between walls A 
and B in the Memorial Garden. The plaque will read " In Honor of and Thanksgiving for 
Military veterans of Grace Church. Given by Col (Ret) David L. Crocker.” The plaque will 
come from the same company all the plaques in the Garden are ordered from. Dave 
wanted to do something to honor our veterans and this was the best idea we had. 
Dave's niche in the Garden will be adjacent to the plaque in Wall A.  
We are asking vestry approval for this.  

 
Donna moved that we accept the Memorial Garden Committee recommendation as 
written. 
Paula Welling seconded. 
Passed Unanimously 

 
Education/Formation  Rob Viau presented the committee’s recommendations as follows: 

 

Godly Play to stay where it is downstairs (undivided)  

Youth Education in the Martha’s Room  

Catechesis in part of the AA Room. As an incentive to make this happen, we 

would offer to paint and otherwise clean up the AA Room, and we would be using 

only a small part of it. 

 

The vestry discussion revealed that Louisa, who is one of the newly trained 

Catechesis teachers, is very much opposed to using a portion of the AA room to 

house Catechesis classes.  After much discussion, Donna recommended, with 

reservations, that we could use the Parlor to house Godly Play on Sundays 

without rearranging anything.  Materials can be easily moved back and forth, the 

old alter is perfect for chapel time, and art work can take place in a hall way or 

outside, depending on the weather.  As another Godly Play teacher, Linda agreed. 

Rob will take our ideas back to the committee. 

 

New Business 

 

Bill Collins suggested that we begin to think about making our campus smoke 

free.  Jim Moore recommended that we table the idea for a future discussion. 

 

Closing Prayer and Dismissal 

Ray Escott, Deacon 

Dismissed:  7:05 pm 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donna Buckner 

 

 

 


